


It’s a good time to be a beer
lover in North America.

The United States now boasts more operating breweries than any other
countiv in the world. North of the border, the number of breweries in
Canada grew by nearly half in ten short years. Cratt beer in both countries
attracts growing and more sophisticated audicnces. And then there's the
Pacific Northwest.

Despite the continent wide enthustasm for better been, it is undentable
that there s something untque about the beer culture of the west. Oregon,
Washington and Brivish Columbia are home to many ot the best and most
mnovative craft brewers i ther respective countries. And, despite an
already healthy appetite for good beer. things only seem to be getung better.

So what is it about this area that has allowed such a thriving beer culture to

develop? Why can brewers 1n this area mash to the beat of o ditferent drammer?

ULTURE ....

Good Ingredients

he strong beer culture of thie Pacitic Narthwest region s no doubi, butlt m g certam extent an the chimare and
resulting agriculture, Depending on the vear Washmgton state atselt can grow as much as seventy five percent of the
entire U, hop production, wath Clregon accounting lor ap 1o gnother seventeen pereent. While the Canadian hop

mdustry has ali bur disappeared, Brinsh Cotumbia was lnstoncally Canadars

Largest hop-grosvmg area.
VMeanwhile, the cool, dry sunnmers of the Paciiic Novthwest and the
B mtenior are also wheal tor barley producnion: Together. they ferm the
wostern edee of North Amenas batley growing heartland. [nfaa
Washington state ranks tourth in the naton tor barley prodndtion
Mlihough access to good maredients imay huve supported o fledy
hing beer seene in the varly days oy s access o casv dlficient
means ol shipping allow brewers everywhere to enion
Iresh. quahty ingredienis. Sa.access taingred
ents ndhes possible but does ot explam the

Pacitic Northwests beer culture.




A Thirsty Public
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A WEEKEND IN...

PoRTLAND

The greater Portland area boasts over 30
breweries and brewpubs. To visit them all in
one weekend would be a little ambitious. One
thing you can do to help solve the problem is
to visit Portland during the weekend of the
Oregon Brewers Festival. With the 20th annual
edition scheduled for July 26 to 29, 2007, the
OBF is always held during the last full weekend
in July. Each of 72 regional breweries is

allowed to showcase only one beer, so the OBF

represents the best way to get a good cross-
section of the local offerings. You can then
choose those you wish to visit.

For great beer cuisine, visit Higgins
Restaurant and Bar which uses local, fresh
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ingredients and boasts a beer list with over
125 selections. Higgins is the best combina-
tion of upscale dining and fine heer in the
entire Pacific northwest region. Owner Greg
Higgins invented the stout float that Fred
Eckhardt has helped to make fanmous.

For a more pubdike atmosphere, visit the
Horse Brass Pub. Fifty draft lines and located
right next door to Belmont Station, a premier
beer store, the Horse Brass Pub is a Portland
institution.

As for breweries and brewpubs to visit,
check out locations, BridgePort, Lucky
Labrador, Laurelwood, Roots, New Old Lompoc,
Hair of the Dog, Widmer Brothers, Rogue Ales,
Full Sail, Raccoon Lodge, Tuck's Brewery....

Portland friends’ suggested accommoda-
tion: Try one of the McMennamin brothers
remarkable collection of renovated historic
sites, including Edgefield Manor and the
Kennedy School

In the Emerald City, you'll find more hops
than at a kangaroo skipping competition.
There's probably no pub or restaurant in the
entire city of Seattle that doesn't have at least
one craft beer on tap. So, quite simply, you
can't go wrong

But if you want to be more focussed in your
beer search, visit one of the three locations of
Elysian Brewing which comes universally recom
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seictin Dlana Dol Affanno nuor

beverage wos prefty far out
Plic reason fon this West
Coast open nuindedness i

that. at least histonicaliy, the

itene

West has been solated from
the vest of the confiment. New
having access to the sane
amatties avalable to others
had tvo effects on the people
of the Woest Caast First the
people dud what they wanted.
prespective ol what nnght be
happentn elsowhere. Second.
they were loreed to doat them
sohves

[ the content of beer this
fias resulted ma long history ol
browing, vour own. Fven betore
Prosident Carter fogalwed
homehrawing m 1973, those in
the Paailic Narthwest were

makmg therw own beer ny then

[asements. So. the people

100 different beers and Latona Pub, which fea-
tures only local beers. For the best in beer cuk
sine, the Collins Pub downtown features regular
brewers dinners while Ray's Boathouse Cafe, a
focal landmark, pairs the best local seafood
with the best local beers.

And if you're visiting Seattle to take in
either a Marniners or a Seahawks game, pre-
and post-game celebrations and libations
should be enjoyed at Pyramid Alehouse, across
the street from Safeco Feld and one block
away from Qwest Field. Pyramid, founded in
1984, was a pioneer of the craft beer move-
ment and while the decorative pyramids in the
parking lot aren't nearly as impressive as those
in Egypt. the beer is much, much better.

Seattle friends’ suggested accommodation:
At the top end—Sorrento Hotel, Alexis, Hotel
1000 or inn at the Market: Mid-price:
Mayflower Park Hotel. Inn at Harbor Steps or
Hotel Vintage Park: Less pricey: Pioneer Square
Hotel Best Weslern, Ace Hotel or College Inn.



the regton never really embraced the mass market
Lagers and were more reeeptive o beets wath dif
ferent flvors when cralt browing finally lound its
Fenassanee

The weather has also played o role. Wah a cli
mate simthar to that o the Brtsh Bsles, with s
coldand dreary winters and nuld sunumners, the
Pacilic Northwest has a strong pub cultore.

Diespite tHic vatural l‘w.lut) ol the region. i

hwavs okay 1o be mdoors, so this pub-bound
populatton simply deimks more heer than other
regions ol the countiy

Bur why does this thirsty population msist

not onty on the best beer avatlabic, but also on

P wide selections

Champions of Beer

I bas bestoselling book Fhe Tippieg Pou
N alcolm Gladswell examimes what causes hot
trends, A pood product s not sulficient. A witling

market s not sulficient. Rather, a4 tew kev, mtluential mudividuals

are needaed to \PIL’.\(! the word.
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was a4 handtul of charsmatic, dedicated beer-loving individuals

who helped anchor the trend and cducate the population aboul

beer throughout the Pacdic Northwest. Gladwell refers tosuch

Aiid so it s wath craft beer, While smudl, cratt breweries have

cxisted tor decades throughout the United States and Carada, it

The first Vancouver brewery that deserves
mentioning is Storm Brewing Ltd. Not that you'd
want to visit the brewery. It is located in a “grit-
ty” area of town and is built from equipment
nobody else wants. One visitor referred to the
brewery as a scrap yard that makes beer.

But what beauty is lacking from the brewery,
its beers possess in double. In particular,
Storm’s unique one-time brews really merit
seeking out. So before your weekend in
Vancouver, check out the company’s website to
see what the Storm is brewing and where you
might find it.

The Whip Gallery Cafe is a good place to
start. Featuring a selection of taps supporting
of the local brewers and a weekly cask night,

: gy the Whip is
! known not only
| for catering to
those in the
know, but for
educating
those who are
not.

As for other
breweries and
brewpubs. be
sure to check
out one of the
five brewpubs
B owned by the

Mark James Group in and around Vancouver. In
particular, Dix BBQ & Brewery features a week-
ly cask night where all the focal brewers, collo-
quially known as the “Brewer's Mafia”. congre-
gate to taste beer. chat and share beer stories.
You won't find a better place to witness the
support the brewers give to each other and
understand why the craft beer scene in
Vancouver is thriving.

Vancouver friends' suggested accommoda-
tion: Try Opus in Yaletown, the Pacific Palisades
on Robson, or O'Douls on Robson. The
Granville Island Hotel has a brewpub in the
hotel and it is right on Granville Island, the
heart of lourist mecca. The Wedgwood and Pan
Pacific are top-notch, and the prices are great
off season.

Other brewpubs and good beer bars:
Yaletown, Steamworks, Dockside, Irish Heather,
Chambar Belgian Restaurant, The Whip, Fogg
N’ Suds.

if you're coming from Vancouver, consider
taking the harbor-to-harbor flight. These float
planes depart and arrive by the sea near the
Vancouver and Victoria harbors, fly low to the
ground so you can see all of the splendor of
the Canadian west coast islands and will save
you hours of travel to and from and waiting time
at both Vancouver's and Victoria's principal air-
ports.
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Plus, when you arnve at the Victoria har-
bour, you will be a hop, skip and a jump away
from Swans Suite Hotel or a short water taxi
ride from Spinnakers GuestHouses. Swans is a
boutique hotel featuring an eclectic art collec-
tion and houses Buckerfield's Brewery, named
the 2006 Brewpub of the Year by the Canadian
Brewing Awards. Spinnakers GuestHouses are
located in a carefully restored heritage home
dating from the Victorian era. Best of all, it is
just steps away from Spinnakers Gastro
Brewpub, which was Canada’s first brewpub
and winner of the 2006 Northwest Brewing
News readers’ choice awards for best brewpub
in the province.

Both Buckerfield’s and Spinnakers empha-
size British-style ales with a selection of cask
conditioned ales always available on hand
pump. And while this nod to British tradition will
always hold a special charm for the beer lover.
you should still visit Canoe Brewpub, Marina &
Restaurant and Hugo's Grill and Brewhouse.
Canoe has an amazing waterfront patio that
simply cannot be beat on a warm, sunny
Victoria afternoon white Hugo's, known for
expenmenting with unique ingredients including
ginseng and green tea, features a night club
atmosphere come dark.



Pacific Northwest

BooMinG BEER CULTURE

contmned from page 24

people 35 mavens and connectons. [ pre
fer o cill them champious

In Portland fak.a “Beervana” and

Hrewtapia ), beginnng s carly as 1888
carly browmg poneers like Henry
Weinhard ensured that beer would course
thraugh the venis ot locat tesidents, In
that vear. Weinhard oftered o pump heer
through the arv's Skrdmore Fountan on
the day af it unveilimg. While the olfer
was dedhined, Woemhard helped oty th
foundarion ot .+ beer culture upon which
craft brewing champions almost a century United States
Liter could buld.

Champions ke the Widmer brothers
it the MeMenamm brothers worked
d 1o have legislative changes enacted
tn 1935, they were successtul in having th
Oregon Lewslature allow cratt brewers 1o
sl thew beers directly, aither through a

pub ora retatter. No Jonger were cralt

ers couldd finally go out and
tind their own market.
Supporung them along the
way was Fred Fokhardt, who
wrote educational columns
on beer tor the local news
paper, the Oregonian, and
to this day, sull represents
the lace af cralt beer in

Oregon, 1t not all of the

T Seantle, ¢Charles Pk,
who lounded beer importer
Merchant du Vin o 1978
with a desire to bring variety
to Washington beer fovers
was key to the growth ol
beer knowledge m the area

Ry importing a vast array ol

brewurs in Oregon
dependent on whole-
salers, who had no inter
o representing small

brewers lrom whom they

could carn httle money: these craft brew

tlavars, trom Britan, Belgium

Tasting notes on

166 Different 3 a: "-f T
Craft Beers From PAESPORT
18 Bregpubs, TO
16 Microbreweries RTEK R
& 30 Great Pubs! B E I R

A Beer Lover’s
Guide to Western

In 19 cities Canada’s Best

WU M Boer & Where to
Vancouver, 3
Victoria, Drink It
Whistler!
Whistler
Vancouver
Victoria

'; CROSSING THE BORDER
NEVER TASTED SO GOOD

If you're drinking beer in BC then you need a copy of Passport To Beer”
Warren Boyer, President of CAMRA Vancouver (Campaign for Real Ale

British Columbia, Canada

Washington, USA

Contains Maps,
Directions,
Descriptions,
Beer Quotes &
Trivia!

Also includes
bonus coupons
for each business
totalling over
$700 in Savings!

Watch for the new edition this June at ')’?HE PIKE BREWING CO. ¢ Seattle, WA or visit
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and Bavarwy, he helped build o market for
upscale miported beer that could be back-
filled by skilled, Tocal brewers ke Paul
Shipnian. who founded Redhook Brewery
i 1981, and Bare Grant, who tounded

Yakima Brewing in 1982, Finkel «1il) regu-

=

The Widmer Brothiers at dheir brewen

Lubv hosts beer dimners to turther the
cause ol good beer.

North of the barder, Paul Hadfield
who apened Canada’s first brewpub i
1984, played a sinvdar vole. e lobbied
long and hard to have laws changed o
allow anepremise brewing, paving the way
lor tuture brewpubs and cralt brewers.
Meanwhile, John Rowimg was the pubhi
voice of good beer. Founding an alfiliate
of the Campaign for Real Ale (CANMRA
m 19911 he educated the public with
What's Brewing, the CANIRA newsletier,
and contiues to champion good beer 16
vears later in local pubhcanons,

Building on the success of these cath
proncers, cratt breweries started croppmg
up i Vancouver, with carly craft brewers
hike Tames Walton of Storm Brewing lead
gz the charge. He and other local brewers
formed the “Brewer's Matia', a supportive
group atmed at sharing ideas and bringing
alevel of sophistication to beer. This
allowed carly brewers w experiment with
spantancously fermented “lambics™ and

outrageously avoured beers, contident



that they would find support within the
ticht kit though ever-growing, beer loving
commuity. This spirit of cosperation,
rathet than excessive compelitiveness has
rosutted m the aty of two matlion people
supporting 15 breweries and brewpubs.

Ihe good news is that, like some infec-
tious discase, the lust for craftbeer s spread
mg. Walton himself admits that the beer cul
e m Seattle is more sophisticated than
his hame town of Vancouver. But it was dur-
ing a vistt to Seattle in 1992 that Walton tast
ed an unfiliered wheat beer trom Redhook.
It was, as he describes i, a “religious conver-
sion’s He returned ta Canada determined to
bring that sort of flavor-filled beer o
Vancouver. That sort of conversion 15 now
happening throughout North America. As

people from around the continent visit

Hop motif m the gardens of Edgefield
Vianor, Portland. Photo: Natalie Miller

Portland. Scattte, Vancouver and Victoria,
they are inspired to either demand that then
local brewers and pubs improve their ofter-
mgs or to take the plunge and go into busi-

ness themselves.

Don Tsee is a freclance beer and whisky writer from
Calgary, Alberta, He wishes he ived i the Pacific
northwest so he could achieve Beervana, but doesn't
fike dreary weather.



